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ProQuest eBook Central

* Start from the Old Westbury Library website: Go to “P” on the database A-Z list
and find ProQuest Ebook Central

http://libguides.oldwestbury.edu/

(Find on our Databases A-Z list, under Research)

Services About Us

Databases A-Z

Find Books, Articles & Other F

Open Access

RefWorks
Advanced Sear:

* Before opening, you will be asked to sign in for remote access. (Use your OW
username and password)

SUNY College at Old Westbury Library

[ Remote Access Database Login
Off-campus access to this database is restricted to students, staff and faculty of the SUNY College at Old Westbury.

To gain access this database enter the same user name and password you would use to log onto public access or office computers on campus then click the
"Submit Query" button.

User name format:

Faculty and Staff: Use the same user name (last name followed by first initial with no spaces) and password you use to log onto the campus network from
your office or desk computer.

Password:

Enter the same password you would use to log on to the campus network from a public access or office computer. Your account has to first be initialized
from an on campus public access or office computer. To do this the first time you attempt to log on to the campus network from a public access or office
computer enter just your user name and leave the password blank. You will then be prompted to enter a new password.

Enter your user name:

Enter your password:



* The best feature is Search Within, once you select “Read Online”, but there is a lot of
useful information on this page too.

The Madness
of Women

Jane M. Ussher

m Read Online

¥, Download Book

P Add to Bookshelf
@ Share Link to Book

() Cite Book

* When searching word phrases or titles use

The Madness of Women : Myth and Experience

Jane Professor Ussher and Jane M. Ussher

Availability

Your institution has unlimited access to this book.

M Read Online

& Download Book
Get all pages, require free third-party
software, Check out this book for up
to 21 days.

= Download PDF Chapter

r 10 89 nanes nse any PDF

Description

ED pages remaining for copy
(of 50)

A pages remaining for PDF
print/chapter download (of
82)

Nominated for the 2012 Distinguished Publication Award of the Association for
Women in Psychology! Why are women more likely to be positioned or diagnosed
as mad than men? If madness is a social construction, a gendered label, as many
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Book Details
TITLE
The Madness of Women

SUBTITLE
Myth and Experience

SERIES
Women and Psychology Ser.

EDITION
1

AUTHOR
Jane Professor Ussher

PUBLISHER
Taylor & Francis Group

PRINT PUB DATE
2005-06-22
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quotation marks around the phrase

otherwise you will get search results for each word separately. The example below
is for the book “Girl, interrupted”:

Experience
M. Ussher
PUBLISHER

DATE
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* This particular search displayed 8 results in various chapters. The results are
represented visually in purple in the rectangle box for each chapter. The more
results in each chapter will display more purple in the box.

SEARCH

The Madness of Women : Myth and
Experience

To Search for an exact phrase, use quotes: "business plan"

Search within book L
’ =
n results for "girl, interrupted” Clear

By Chapter

Front Cover

*  When you click the sideways triangle, it will expand to reveal the page number with
highlighted search terms in the sentence as well as the entire page to the right.
Utilize the toolbar at the top of the page to get citations, print, and download a

chapter.
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¥} 1. The madness of women: myth or | Get citation

" experience? Chapter The authors of the Di  1ostic and statistical manual of mental disorders use
download the terminology ‘mer  disorder’, which is defined as ‘a clinically sig-
nresults on page 6 nificant syndrome or  tern that is associated with distress or disability or
autobiographical novel Girl, interrupted , where she with significantly increased risk of suffering, death, pain disability, or an
eloquently describes the dulling of perception, the important loss of freedom’ considered as a ‘manifestation of a behavioral,
slowing of psychological, or biological dysfunction in the individual’, which is not ‘an
expectable and culturally sanctioned response’.*> P Implicit in cach of
2. The daughter of hysteria: these definitions is the notion of individual distress and social disturbance -
depression as a ‘woman's problem'? with the concept of ‘dysfunction’ reminding us that madness is always

culturally defined, leaving room for subjective interpretation of that which
is deemed ‘madness’ (and thus conversely, of that which is deemed sane).

It is also useful to reflect on R.D. Laing’s view that ‘madness need not be
all breakdown. It may also be break through. It is potentially liberation and
renewal as well as enslavement and existential death’”* ™7 Sometimes

» 3. Labelling women as mad: |
regulating and oppressing women

4. Woman as object, not subject: in the depths of our despair we can see and speak the truth of our situ-
madness as response to ation. Indeed, madness may be a reasonable response to an untenable
objectification and sexual violence situation; the result of living in an insane world. However, this is not to

say that madness is an existential experience that will always be embraced.
' ) Take Susanna Kavsen's account of madness in her autobiographical
5. The construction and lived novel Girl, interrupted, where she eloquently describes the dulling of per-

experience of womerts distress: ception, the slowing of reflexes and the general torpor where ‘experience is
positioning premenstrual change as thick’ [27-p-116]

psychiatric iliness

Insanity comes in two basic varieties: slow and fast. I'm not talking

|



