
	 	
Library	Research	Tips	

English	Classes	

• Start	from	the	Old	Westbury	Library	website:	

http://libguides.oldwestbury.edu/	

	

	

You	can	start	your	search	from	the	search	bar	on	the	home	page,	but	you	will	get	results	for	all		

resource	types	(including	physical	books)	and	from	all	subject	disciplines	and	may	be	confusing.	

	

• The	Best	databases	for	English	are:	Literature	Resource	Center,	Literature	Online	(LION),	
Project	Muse	or	Jstor		

	

(Find	on	our	Databases	A-Z	list,	under	Research)											

	

	

	

	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

« Once	you	select	a	database	from	the	A-Z	list,	you	will	be	asked	to	sign	in	for	remote	
access.	(Use	your	OW	username	and	password)			

	

Literature	Resource	Center		

« Literature	Resource	Center	–	This	database	is	specifically	for	English	and	Literature	content.	You	
can	start	your	search	by	using	the	name	of	the	work	OR	authors	name	to	get	a	list	of	results.	(Ex.	
Night,	by	Eli	Weisel)	

	

• The	results	are	filtered	into	several	categories	that	are	displayed	on	a	top	menu.	Literature	
Criticisms	are	the	first:	

	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

• The	list	of	results	only	gives	the	titles	and	one	or	two	sentences	describing	the	work.	You	must	
select	the	title	name	to	read	the	entire	article,	save,	print	or	download	and	to	get	MLA	citation.	

	

	

	

• From	the	article	page,	utilize	the	toolbar	on	the	upper	right	side	of	the	page:	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

Project	Muse	

« Project	Muse	–	This	database	has	a	focus	on	Humanities.	Lots	of	insightful	articles	and	analysis	
on	many	works	of	literature.	Use	“	”	for	Authors	first	and	last	name	to	search	together,	ex:	“Elie	
Wiesel”	

	

	

• If	you	have	a	lot	of	results,	consider	adding	more	search	terms	related	to	your	topic.	To	view	the	
article	and	read	the	abstract,	select	the	Title	OR	the	“View”	icon,	where	you	can	then	conduct	a	
word	search	using	Control-F	(PC)	or	Command-F	(Mac).	

	

	

	

	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

• To	download	&	get	citation,	use	the	tools	at	the	top	of	article,	as	shown	below.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

Jstor	

	

« Jstor	-	This	is	a	popular	database	for	many	professors	because	of	the	reliability	of	its	
content.	I	wish	it	was	more	user	friendly	personally,	but	it	has	a	lot	of	great	material	
otherwise.	

	

• I	entered	the	terms:	Elie	Wiesel	Night,	in	the	search	box.	The	search	returned	over	1k	results.	I	
can	add	more	search	terms	using	the	“Search	Within	Results”	box	in	the	“Refine	Results”	area	
located	on	the	left	side	of	the	page.	

	

• On	the	results	page,	select	the	box	“Show	Snippets”	to	highlight	the	search	terms	in	the	results	
list.	

	

• When	you	find	an	article	or	book	chapter	you	like,	use	the	Download	PDF	&	Cite	this	Item	boxes	
to	get	the	necessary	information	for	your	research.	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

Literature	Online	(LION)	

« Literature	Online	(LION):	Literature	Online	is	a	ProQuest	database	that	is	very	easy	to	use	and	
has	some	great	features	as	well	as	content.	

	

	
	

• The	results	are	broken	down	into	categories:	Criticisms	and	Reference	Works.	Select	Criticism	
for	the	best	results.	

	

	
	
	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

• You	can	“Limit”	the	results	further	by	using	any	of	the	options	in	the	left	side	bar.	When	you	see	
an	article	title	that	is	interesting,	select	“Show	Abstract”	to	read	more	and	to	see	options.	

	

	
	

• When	you	select	“Show	Abstract”,	the	page	expands	to	reveal	the	summary	(abstract)	the	
article.	If	you	want	to	read	the	entire	article,	select	“Full-text-	PDF"	or	“Full-text”.	

	

	 	
	



	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	

• You	will	then	be	taken	to	the	full	article	with	option	to	download,	print,	and	get	citation	on	the	
top	right.	Notice	the	“Related	Items”	box	under	the	tools	on	the	right	side	of	the	page.	About	5	
similar	articles	are	displayed	in	this	area,	it	is	a	great	way	to	find	additional	resources.	

	

	
	

• Using	the	email	option	is	best	because	you	can	get	the	article	and	citation	all	in	one	place.	Make	
sure	you	check	the	box	for	Bibliography,	then	citation	style	from	the	drop-down	menu.		

	

	


